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Forward

MANA / RANATIRATANGA
AUTHORITY

Te Hā Noa (Victoria Street linear park) is proposed to 
transform Victoria Street to create a thriving public space 
for movement, rest and recreation, in a way that reflects 
the unique identity of Tāmaki Makaurau, to enhance 
the wellbeing of our people, our city and our natural 
environment.

The principles set out in the cultural design framework are 
intended to provide guidance to inform design decisions 
and the development of the project.

The concepts in the cultural design framework have been 
provided by the Mana Whenua working group for the 
project including representation from Ngāti Maru, Ngaati 
Whanaunga, Ngāi Tai ki Tāmaki, Te Ākitai Waiohua, Te 
Patukirikiri, Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei and Te Rūnanga o Ngāti 
Whātua.

Footnote: The Mana Whenua working group consulted for the Te Hā 
Noa (Victoria Street linear park) project does not speak for or on behalf 
of other Mana Whenua who have not participated in this project.
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* Te Hā Noa (Victoria Street linear park)
has a key role in realising the vision of the
City Centre Master Plan which supports
the Tāmaki Makaurau Plan. The park will
provide a continuous space for public life
through the busiest part of Tāmaki Makarau
city centre providing a strong east-west
connection through the different quarters
identified in the City Centre Masterplan,
namely Victoria Quarter, the Engine Room,
Aotea Quarter and Learning Quarter. This
Cultural Design Framework supports the
design development of the park through
the business case process.

- Policies and rules to implement the
Tāmaki Makaurau plan

- Regional Land, Transport Plan,
Economic Development Strategy,
Major Events Strategy, Visitor Plan

- Council’s 10 Year Plan and Budget

UNITARY PLAN

- Spatial Plans for Geographical Area

- City Centre Masterplan

- Waterfront Plan

PLACE BASED  PLANS

WYNYARD
QUARTER

DOWN
TOWN

LEARNING
QUARTER

VICTORIA
QUARTER

AOTEA
QUARTER

3-Year plans for 21 Local 
Boards

LOCAL BOARD PLAN

TĀMAKI MAKAURAU
AUCKLAND PLAN

(30 YEAR) VISION AND STRATEGY FOR
TĀMAKI MAKAURAU BY AUCKLAND COUNCIL

TE HĀ NOA
Victoria St Linear Park

IBC / DBC

TE HĀ NOA
Cultural Design

Framework

Annual budgets of 21 Local 
Boards

LOCAL BOARD 
AGREEMENT

1. The Vision for Tāmaki Makaurau

Figure 1. The Vision for Tāmaki Makarau
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* The City Centre Master Plan identifies Māori 
Outcomes as one of the eight transformational moves 
to unlock the potential of the city centre and help to 
meet the outcomes for the City Centre. This cultural 
framework is a project specific document to support 
the Te Hā Noa (Victoria Street linear park) project in 
contributing to the broader vision of a City Centre in 
which Maori culture and identify thrive.

Figure 2. Auckland Council Plans

Hatepe panonitanga 1: Ngā whāinga mō Ngāi Māori 

Transformational move 1: Māori outcomes

Te matawhānui mō ngā whāinga mō Ngāi Māori

Vision for Māori outcomes

WHAT WE AIM TO ACHIEVE

Mana whenua have a prominent, authentic and active 
presence in the city centre and waterfront.

Māori life and culture thrives throughout the city centre.

Te reo Māori is fully integrated within the city centre and 
waterfront.

Emergence of a Tāmaki Makaurau design approach founded 
on the recognition of natural, human and cultural ecologies.

Mana whenua undertake their traditional manaakitanga role 
for all visitors and residents.

Tourism industry benefits from warmth and generosity of 
mana whenua.

The Māori enterprise, innovation and investment footprint 
continues to grow.

Environmental health indicators benefit from mātauranga 
Māori environmental management model.

WHY WE WANT TO DO THIS

Within its city centre, Tāmaki Makaurau has failed to 
showcase its Māori culture and identity.

We have the opportunity to address this via new cultural 
infrastructure, enriching our understanding of Tāmaki 
Makaurau through its mana whenua culture.

This infrastructure will facilitate:

language

history

performance

education

tourism

festivals

traditional practices

arts

events

technology

kai.

This move will mean that Māori culture is seen, heard and 
felt across Tāmaki Makaurau. This move will help cement 
our city’s inter-cultural foundations.

It places Māori at the heart of our strategic approach to 
planning and investing in key cultural infrastructure to 
deliver this vision.

2. City Centre Masterplan
Cultural Design Principles

Reference : City Centre Masterplan 2020
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GREEN LINK SECTIONS

The Domain to City Connection

Daldy Street Linear Park

Victoria Street Green Link

Quay Street Waterfront Boulevard

The Strand (future green link)

DBC - DETAILED BUSINESS CASE - EXTENT OF STUDY AREA
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Figure 3. Green Link  and Te Hā Noa (Victoria Street linear park)

Reference : City Centre Masterplan 2020

Green Link
3. City Centre Masterplan
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MANA WHENUA SIGNIFICANCE PA SITES DISTINCT ECOTOPES

Te Tō 
(Point Fisher Pa)

Wai Kōkota 
(Cockle Harvesting)

Te Paneiriiri 
(Significant Event)

Te Whatu 
(Waka mooring at the mouth 
of Waihorotiu stream)

Hill

Headland

Te Koranga 
(The scaffolds for 
drying fish)

Te Tara Karaehe 
(A track connecting Queen 
st and waka landings)

Whare Tapere 
(Iwi-community houses of entertainments 
e.g. dance, storytelling, music)

Cultural Marker / 
Wayfinding Opportunity

Whare Hakinakina

Whare Tapere

Te Hika a Rama 
(A small wharf where fisherman 
landed their catch)

Ridge 1840 SHORELINE

Waitemata Coastal Cliff

Waitemata Ridgelines

Valley Slopes

Volcanic Tuff
9

Overland Flow / Water

Sources: 
* The Auckland Waterfront Heritage Study, Salmond Reed Architects Limited, October 2011. 
** Auckland City Heritage Walks, Auckland City, n.d. 
*** Sites and Places of Significance to Mana Whenua Overlay, The Auckland Unitary Plan, March 2019 
**** Culture & Identity Pou, Auckland City Council, n.d. 
***** Heritage Themes Mapping Auckland Central Area, Auckland City Council, 2010 
****** Interactive Maps, Maori Identity and Wellbeing-Tangata Whenua, Auckland City Council, 2019
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Te Hā Noa (Victoria Street Linear Park) 
DBC - Detailed Business Case

TE HĀ NOA

Figure 4. Te Hā Noa - Mana Whenua Significance

4. Te Hā Noa - Cultural Framework - Midtown
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5. Te Hā Noa - Cultural Concept

Te Hā Noa is to freely experience ones surroundings, to breathe and acknowledge the sights and sounds whilst 
journeying within the city centre and the link between Wai kōkota and Rangipuke.

Te Hā – The breath in Māori terms is the essence of life itself, encompassing all the senses and
Noa – is to be free within the journey to experience.

Journeying from the middle ridges that form through ways of breathing, create a pulse and rhythm of ‘Hā’ (breath) 
within the city centre and to the lower part of the city between Karangahape and the Waitematā.  Through this 
movement the ‘Hā’ is the hub, or nucleus, that brings into existence pockets of vitality and breathing life into the 
city; coming alive.

Through design, we inspire and create the opportunity for positive behaviour and change.  An attitude for 
innovation and creativity helps to welcome and celebrate the movement and/or interchange between people and 
design within the space. 
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Whakapapa Manaaki

Wānanga

Rawa

Oranga
Ngākau

Sense of belonging and association of 
people and community to the wider inner 
city scape: connections to the whenua, 
maunga, awa and moana.

Speaks to the health and wellbeing 
of the people and businesses within 
the space, that they are supported 
and integral to the cultural diversity of 
Tāmaki Makaurau.

Acknowledging and recognising 
relationships and connections within 

the physical and metaphysical realms: 
treasuring and acknowledging 

Ranginui and Papatūānuku.

The ability to learn, creating 
space and time to reflect and 
interact with one another

Comfort, relief, solace, life 
affirming and reassurance.  

Enhancing the mauri of all 
people and all places.

Respect, generosity and 
welcoming of place and 
space – nga manaakitanga 
o nga me katoa

Hononga

Figure 5. Te Hā Noa - Cultural Design Principles

6. Te Hā Noa - Cultural Design Principles
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Figure 6. Te Hā Noa - Cultural Layers

7. Te Hā Noa - Cultural Layers Natural Physical

Cultural/Social Planting

GEOLOGY Victoria Street has a distinct ridge and valley topography that varies significantly along its length

WAI KŌKOTA AND RANGIPUKE Tension between reclaimed and volcanic land

EARTH + (NIGHT) SKY + SEA A sense of place and identity for storytelling

VOLCANIC COMPONENTS Victoria Street is situated at the base of Rangipuke Maunga providing a rich geological history of the site

TE WAI HOROTIU The Waihorotiu stream once flowed freely throughout the Horotiu valley

VIEWS Views to Rangipuke and Waitematā is important and are used to orient ourselves

SHELTER Protection from sun and wind

WAYFINDING Inform clear movement and key destinations

ONGOING MAINTENANCE High level of care and custodianship 

LINK TO ADJACENT PROJECTS Accommodate for the increase of movement and activities from existing and future projects

TRANSECT PLANTING (HABITAT) Native trees and planting to bring back colours, textures, smells and sounds of the historic forest

SHELLS FOR GARDENS AND PATHS Reference the historical use of shells

VISUAL AMENITY Aesthetically pleasing environment 

HEALTHY PLANTING Provide suitable conditions and maintenance for planting

MOUNDING Historical landscape forms

SAFETY A safe and healthy environment for all

CONNECTION WITH NATURE Bring biodiversity through the corridor connecting from Rangipuke to Wai Kōkota

PREFERRED MATERIALS Culturally important and locally established choice of materials 

REO Support the revival of ancestral names and the development of new names to connect historical 
narratives and natural features

LAYERS OF OCCUPATION Diversity of activities and users along Victoria Street

WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT Welcome people from all cultural backgrounds, ages and abilities to Tāmaki Makaurau

MEETING PLACES Provide a pleasant environment to attract people onto Victoria street

HEALING Place of respite and diversity of activities

Whakapapa

Hononga

Manaaki

Wānanga

Rawa

Oranga
Ngākau
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*This image presents conceptual ideas and examples of how 
the Cultural Design Principles may be applied to inform the 
design of Te Hā Noa (Victoria Street linear park).
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Pedestrian movement Extent of DBC Work

Bus stopPotential Food + Beverage

Planting Zone

Passive Recreation New trees

Existing treesEnvironmental Improvement
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8. Cultural Examples

Improve the visual amenity through 
well-designed spaces that are ‘of 

their place’. Recognise unique 
cultural and natural history

Establish a welcoming 
environment that is safe 

and offers shelter

Enhance the connection 
to nature through native 

transect planting

Utilise sea shells in 
pavement and garden beds

Establish a custodianship 
that will be responsible 

for ongoing care and 
maintenance for the space

Recognition of 
Te Wai Horotiu

Recognise the layers 
of occupation

Create meeting 
places for 
everyone

Express volcanic 
geology in pavement 
and street elements

Highlight the connection 
between the Earth + Night Sky 
– Ranginui and Papatūānuku

Employ mounding in gardened 
areas to express underlying 

landscape

Use Te Reo throughout 
the project

Recognise links 
to adjacent 

projects/places

Views to the 
Rangipuke

Views to the 
Waitematā

Cultural marker 
/ Wayfinding

Utilise locally 
sourced materials

Figure 7. Te Hā Noa - Cultural Design Layering
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9. Cultural Expressions

Natural water
Mechanical water
Lighting
Reflection
Movement
Traces

Natural water
Mechanical water
Mist
Patterns/Textures

Sound of water
Heightened sound
Through materials
Stream recording

Use of Te Reo
Artistic narrative
Use of patterns/symbols
Recording of stories
Use of flora

Drinking water
Stream bank flora
Food for birds
Water cleansing

HĪTŌRIA
History

ORANGA
Living

MĀTAI
Visual

KAKANO
Textural

HĪREA
Audible

Figure 8. Te Hā Noa - Cultural Design Expressions
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